tract outside the spine in the bodily region lateral
to, and co-extensive with, that section of the spinal
column in which a particular centre is situated. The
Chakras are centres of Sakti as vital force. In other
words these are centres of Pranasakti manifested by
Pranavayu in the living body, the presiding Devatas
of which are names for the Universal Consciousness
as It manifests in the form of those centres. The
Chakras are not perceptible to the gross senses. Even
if they were perceptible in the living body which they
help to organise, they disappear with the disintegra-
tion of organism at death. Just because post-mortem
examination of the body does not reveal these Cha-
kras in the spinal column, some people think that
these Chakras do not exist at all, and are merely the
fabrication of a fertile brain. This attitude reminds
us of a doctor who declared that he had performed
many post-rnortems and had never yet discovered a
soul!
The petals of the lotuses vary, being 4, 6, 10, 12,
16 and 2 respectively, commencing from the Muladha-
ra and ending with Ajna. There are 50 in all, as
are the letters of the alphabet which are in the pe-
tals; that is, the Matrikas are associated with the
Tattvas; since both are products of the same creative
Cosmic process manifesting either as physiological
or psychological function. It is noteworthy that the
number of the petals is that of the letters leaving
out either Ksha or the second La, and that these 50
multiplied by 20 are in the 1000 petals of the Sahas-
rara, a number which is indicative of infinitude.
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